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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 1997 C.B. NO. )(j - \(5

TENTH CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To propose an amendment to article IX, sections 8 and 10 of the
Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia; to further amend
title 3 of the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia, as
amended, by further amending section 101, as amended by Public Laws
Nos. 5-53, 5-98, and 7-89, by amending section 104, and by further
amending section 107, as established by Public Law No. 5-98; and to
further amend title 9 of the Code of the Federated States of
Micronesia, as amended, by amending section 104; all for the purpose
of improving the operations of Congress by eliminating at-large
seats, by providing that each member of Congress shall serve a four-
yvear term, by specifying that Congress shall consist of ten members,
by providing for a parlliamentarian; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA:

i Section 1. Proposed amendment. It is hereby proposed

2 that section 8 of article IX of the Constitution of the

3 Federated States of Micronesia be amended to read as follows:

4 "Section 8. The Congress consists of ¢ ffgyibptr members
5 elected d¥ Yathd fifdh EhM doYdte bh thid YdhAl Jdf

6 EMdiE  oddAMNY, odd ABQILAKHAL wehbhyE AMNIEEAY from
7 congressional districts in each state apportioned by

8 population. Members leLNdd Ji YHe BALAN oF sdLe

9 EHALAMY serve for a 4-year termy dpfA 411 oLheY

10 hetlbéts fhk 2 Yédfk. Each member has one vote, except
11 on the final reading of bills. Congressional elections
12 are held PAMHBLEYYY as provided by statute."
13 Section 2. Proposed amendment. It is hereby proposed

14 that section 10 of article IX of the Constitution of the

15 Federated States of Micronesia be amended to read as follows:

16 "Section 10. At least every 10 years Congress

17 shall reapportion itself. A state is entitled to
18 at least one member of Congress ¢p tHe¢ Yagig Jf
19 POONIALAGR b JARANIPR K9 Yhe TERbEY ¢LAGEEA
20 ¢ Ygyge. A state shall apportion itself by law
21 into single member congressional districts. Each
22 district shall be approximately equal in population
23 after giving due regard to language, cultural, and
24 geographic differences."

25 Section 3. Single amendment. Sections 1 and 2 of
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this act shall be submitted to the people for approval as
one amendment to the Constitution.

Section 4. Section 101 of title 3 of the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesia, as amended by Public Laws Nos.
5-53, 5-98, and 7-89, is hereby further amended to read as
follows:

"Section 101. Membership.

(1) The Congress of the Federated States of
Micronesia shall be a unicameral National legislature.
Unless the Congress is reapportioned, it shall consist
of EFithdt ten Members to be known as Senators as
follows:

(a) EBAS//dEFNAEEE Méhbid] Hrdé £Ed
dith Jdf the gUitHd Jf ROILAR] Yehhlgéll oddhld/
dhf FHP] hH ahfé JLRQUEA bh thd VAKAY df SkAEYé
dahRYitlkr Y4 SbENE EHK d TbhkiVéhd déthl/

lB) ten Members serving for a term of Hwéd
four vears and elected on the basis of population as
follows:

(1) one Member elected from Kosrae as
a single-member congressional district;
(ii) one Member elected from Yap as a
single-member congressional district;
(iii) three Members elected from Pohnpei,

one of whom representing each single-member
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congressional district; and
(iv) five Members elected from Chuuk,
one of whom representing each single-member
congressional district.
(2) Single-member congressional districts shall
be reapportioned at least every ten years. The first

such reapportionment shall be made in 1988."

Section 5. Section 104 of title 3 of the Code of the

Federated States of Micronesia is hereby amended to read as

follows:

"Section 104. Qffices.
There shall be the following offices which shall be
responsible to the Presiding Officer:
(1) Administrative Office; and within that the
following functional activities:
(a) finance,
(b) administration and personnel,
(c) State delegation administrative support,
(d) secretaries, and
(e) sergeant at Arms;
(2) Office of the Legislative Counsel, and within
that the Library and research_, _and the
Parliamentarian; and

(3) Budget Office."

Section 6. Section 107 of title 3 of the Code of the
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is hereby further amended to read as follows:
"Section 107. Terms of office.
Each Senator elected d¢ A¥dé shall hold office for
a term of four years. oddébihld J1eLMdd I Whé
Wahhld ot bHddlbMibh SMHdlL Jdéh BWYd bEH1éE ddt
d ki df kkd blldfé) The terms of office of all
Members of the Congress of the Federated States of
Micronesia shall commence at noon of the eleventh day
of May following their election and upon taking the
oath of office, except as otherwise provided by law.
Any Member elected or appointed to fill a vacancy may
assume office upon acceptance of his credentials by
the Congress and taking of the ocath of office, and
shall serve only for the unexpired term of the person

he succeeds."

Section 7. Section 104 of title 9 of the Code of the

Federated States of Micronesia is hereby amended to read as

follows:

"Section 104. General elections -- When held.
PN gphdYAL General elections for Members of the

Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia shall
be held Ri¢ptyidlly i ¢aLH JIAfFHIPENMEd YAHY in
1999 and every four vears thereafter on the first

Tuesday following the first Monday in March;

4 of 5



qu Cé/@ C.B. NO. {O "'_C? S

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

provided, that in the event of a natural disaster or
other act of God, the effect of which precludes
holding the election on the foregoing date, the
President of the Federated States of Micronesia may
proclaim a later election in the affected State or
congressional district or districts.™

Section 8. Effective Date. Sections 4, 5, 6, and 7 of

this act shall become effective upon the passage of the

Constitutional amendment proposed in sections 1, 2, and 3 of

this act.
Section 9. This act shall become law upon approval by
the President of the Federated States of Micronesia or upon its

becoming law without such approval.
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Peter M. Christian

Date: Introduced by:
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